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Overview

• Introduction (why at all CC?)

• History (who is behind CC?)

• How to obtain and use a CC-license

• Examples

• Future & Open problems
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What is CC?

• Provide easy way to license a (digital) work

• Allow others to use your work as to create a 
pool of works for everyone to enjoy, get 
inspired by, use, modify, and build upon

• Simple, iconic representation: understandable 
by average Joe (no lawyer-babble)
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History of CC

• Founded in 2001 with support by “Center 
for Public Domain”

• Started by fellows and students of “Center 
for Internet & Society”

• Current: Version 2.0 Licenses

• Licenses ported to comply with german laws 
by ZAR (Uni Karlsruhe!) and ifrOSS

• World-wide, non-profit organization
4
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Lawrence Lessig

• Law Professor @ Stanford Law School

• Founder: “Center for Internet & 
Society”

• Represented Eldred in “Eldred vs. 
Ashcroft”

• Boardmember: EFF

• Chairman:“Creative Commons”
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The Long, Long, Long 
Copyright

• “Sonny Bono Copyright 
Extension Act” 
(aka “Disney Act”): 1998

• “Steamboat Willie”: 1928

• CTEA: public domain set back 
to 1923!

• “Eldred vs. Ashcroft” leads to CC
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Lessig in Karlsruhe!
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How CC licenses work

• Go to http://creativecommons.org/license/

• Select your deed

• Copy & paste HTML code

• It’s that easy!
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Choose your license

• You need to “compose” your deed

• It must fulfill your requirements

• It should include the jurisdiction your work 
is released in

• It can include information about the format
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Example I: standard
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Example II: choosing
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More in-depth…

• Icons confer a visual aid to the choices of 
your deed and their meaning

• There are four different icons:

Attribution

Noncommercial

No derivatives

Share alike
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What should I choose?

• All CC licenses are attribution licenses

• “No derivatives” and “Share alike” are 
mutually exclusive

• Remember: you can revoke everything!

• There are a total of six CC licenses (v2.0)

• CC licenses are composed by three “layers”
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The Three Layers

• Human-readable

• Lawyer-readable

• Machine-readable

• All these three 
together compose 
the license!
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RDF/XML Metadata

<rdf:RDF xmlns="http://web.resource.org/cc/"
    xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/"
    xmlns:rdf="http://www.w3.org/1999/02/22-rdf-syntax-ns#">
<Work rdf:about="">
   <dc:type rdf:resource="http://purl.org/dc/dcmitype/Text" />
   <license rdf:resource="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/de/" />
</Work>
<License rdf:about="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/de/">
   <permits rdf:resource="http://web.resource.org/cc/Reproduction" />
   <permits rdf:resource="http://web.resource.org/cc/Distribution" />
   <requires rdf:resource="http://web.resource.org/cc/Notice" />
   <requires rdf:resource="http://web.resource.org/cc/Attribution" />
   <prohibits rdf:resource="http://web.resource.org/cc/CommercialUse" />
   <permits rdf:resource="http://web.resource.org/cc/DerivativeWorks" />
   <requires rdf:resource="http://web.resource.org/cc/ShareAlike" />
</License>
</rdf:RDF>
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Some examples…

• Books by Doctrow, Lessig, Raymond, Wheaton

• Internet: MoveOn.org, Groklaw(, Wikipedia)

• Various: MIT OpenCourseWare, Wired CD

• Record Lables: Magnatune, Opsound

• Many, many web pages (e.g., my own)
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Future Prospects

• CC created with USA in mind

• iCommons tries to port the licenses to 
different countries

• 17 countries completed; 12 in the works

• Standardize licenses to make them compatible
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Still Unresolved Issues

• “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”

• Compatibility with other licenses

• No way to trace copyright holder
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Links & More

• http://creativecommons.org/

• German material:
http://de.creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.at/

• http://search.yahoo.com/cc

• http://www.lessig.org/

• Wikipedia (invaluable resource!)
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Thank you!

• Discussion!

• Any questions?
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